36
tion of plunderers were the existing governments. The armies and detachments of Dow-lut Rao Sindiah, Holkar, and other Mahrattahs, wherever they marched, levied as heavy a contribution (32) as could be extorted from the managing officers of the province or towli they entered or attacked. At this period the greatest part of the revenues of central India was collected in the manner described. The Cumpoos, or brigades, of Sindiah and of Holkar, traversed that unfortunate country, making little distinction to whom the place belonged, from which they desired to obtain money. The leaders of these corps had always the ready excuse, if they desired it, of a mutiny among their troops for arrears of pay ; and the prince whose name they usurped, avowed or disapproved their actions, as it suited his temporary interests.
1803. Vizier Mahomed, not satisfied with the reconquest of the districts which had been taken from Bhopal, levied contributions on other states. He displayed equal gallantry and judgment in the various incursions he made into the neighbouring principalities, which he compelled to furnish a portion of revenue to supply his
(32) The districts of Raiseen, Ashta, Sehore, Duraha, and Itchawar, were reconquered, and contributions were levied from Shujahalpoor, Bersiah, Bhilsa, on the north side of the Nerbud-dah, and from Seonee, and other districts south of that river.